Community Colleges On the Rise

A

ffordability. Preparation. Comfort level. Students nationwide are
opting to begin their post-secondary education at community
colleges, and for good reason.

These institutions provide a
smooth transition for students
looking to complete half of
their four-year degree or those
seeking a solid two-year
technical or associate’s degree
for the workforce.

Increase In
PoPularIty

More than half of the
country’s undergraduate
students are enrolled in
community colleges, according
to the American Association of
Community Colleges (AACC).
More than half of these
students are enrolled part-time.
Many others are earning degrees
entirely online. This flexibility is
a primary catalyst behind the
increase in community college
popularity.
Location also is a driving
force in many students’ decision
to start at a community college,
because they often choose to
stay close to families and
friends in their area.
And the foothold that these
smaller institutions have with
local businesses can lead to
strong relationships and
immediate employment
opportunities, both during and
after college.

By the numBers

The AACC has released some
powerful statistics that have
played a key role in improving
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enrollment numbers at the
community college level.
Average annual tuition and
fees:
• Four-year college: $8,890.
• Community College:
$3,260.
Access to community
colleges:
• Public: 986.

• Independent: 115.
• Tribal: 31.
• Total number of U.S.
community colleges: 1,132.

VarIety

Community colleges provide
an assortment of degree
programs to fit all student
interests and aspirations. From
welding and automotive to

acting and the arts, mostly all
professional fields are covered.
You can learn first-hand
from passionate instructors,
many of whom will have
first-hand knowledge and
practical experience in your
field.
Many of these degree
programs offer ways to earn
wages or stipends while you
are working toward your

degree. Cosmetology students
can often make real money by
bringing in and serving
customers, while journalism
students may be able to have
their tuition covered by
working on the student
newspaper.
Check with your advisers for
the opportunities offered within
your major.

Take your NEXT step!

Register for Summer and Fall classes NOW!

