Pros to Know

How to Choose a Sewing Machine

S

ewing remains a
popular and practical
hobby for many. It is
a great way to make
crafts and clothes.
But it can also be a pricey
hobby.
Quality sewing machines
are expensive, with prices
comparable to home
appliances. So how do you find
the best machine?
Sewing magazines and
websites offer detailed
customer reviewers. Internet
forums and blogs will also offer
evaluations of major brands.
You will find positive and
negative comments so you can
make your own choice.
Consumer Reports provides
side-by-side comparisons
of specific brands and their
competitors.
Consider what you need and
want in a sewing machine,
including must-have and
preferred features. Remember
that accessories and
attachments will add to the
overall cost of the machine.
Take care not to go over your
budget. On the other hand,
a cheap, off-brand machine
will give you a false savings.
Inexpensive products will not
last long.
If you use your sewing
machine frequently, buy the
best product you can afford.
Perhaps it means purchasing
a very basic machine. Don't
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worry, as many manufacturers
sell attachments and
accessories separately. You
can always buy them as you
need them.
The purpose of the machine
is another factor. Are you
using it to sew clothes,
make alterations, quilt or for
embroidery work? Is upholstery
part of your repertoire?
Compare various brands’ and
models' ability to meet your
needs.
Compact models are
convenient for lightweight
work. You may be able to
sew on the dining room table.
Complex machines might
require a dedicated area in your
house.
Never buy a sewing machine
unseen. Visit several sewing

stores and try a few different
models. It will allow you to
build a relationship with a store
that you like and trust. Dealers
understand the advantages
and disadvantages of each
model. They will give you an
honest assessment of features
and benefits. Your machine
will likely need repair and
maintenance periodically, so
choose a sewing center you
like.
Make a list of features before
you go shopping. Note brands
and models that interest you.
Carry around swatches of cloth
and a spool of thread so you
can try out various machines.
It is the best way to evaluate a
product's performance.
Ask yourself if it was easy to
thread and adjust the tension
on the machine. Ease-of-use is

going to be an important factor.
Your personal comfort comes
into play as well. Does the
machine hum along or does it
make an irritating noise?
Always check on the warranty
and maintenance schedule,
which should be included in
the price of the machine. Look
through the owner's manuals of
each machine.
Finally, look at the accessories
and attachments that come
with your machine. Some
shop owners might be able to
let you swap one attachment
for another, or purchase a
group of them as a package
deal. Communicating with the
retailer will help you get the
best bargain for your preferred
machine.

Over 40 years of Expertise in the Sewing Business!
Stop today and let the Experts at Shields Sewing show
you how to operate the newest in sewing technology.

COME CHECK OUT OUR
NEW LOCATION!!

Sewing
machines
starting at

99

$

Check out our NEW LOCATION Now featuring Baby Lock
Quilting Sewing Machines and Self threading Sergers

Old Town Mall, 903 E Kimberly Rd
Davenport, IA 52807

Special financing and rebates available
on select Baby Lock machines.
Stop in and check out the new LINE UP of
machines as well as our upcoming sewing
and embroidery CLASS SCHEDULE...

M, T, W, F 10-6 • Thursday
10-8 • Sat. 10-3 | Sun. 12-3

563-888-5052
www.shieldssewingcenter.com

